
Accessibility and Security for People 
with Disabilities



Who is W3C?

The World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) is an international 
community that, since 1994, develops open standards to ensure 

the long-term growth of the Web.



W3C Evangelists



Membership Benefits
• Shape the future and prioritization of Web standards work

• Network, develop expert resource contacts, create business 
partnerships with global technology leaders

• Provide strategic direction, new perspectives and your specific 
use cases to the Web community

• Demonstrate industry leadership; gain early insights on 
emerging technologies impacting your organization

• Facilitate early adoption for competitive advantage and 
compliance

• Leverage engineering resources of multiple organizations to 
learn best practices, reduce costs,  and accelerate 
implementation time

• Stay connected and up-to-date through W3C staff briefings, 
events and annual meetings



Key Facts
• Founded in 1994 by Web inventor 

Tim Berners-Lee

• 480 Members; full-time staff 70

• Community of 10,000

• Liaisons to drive interoperability

• ISO TC 68, ISO 20022, IETF, …

• Hundreds of specifications 
(royalty-free)

In 2016, Tim Berners-Lee 
received the Turing Award 

for his invention of the 
Web.



Australian Members
• Web Key IT Pty Ltd – W3C Evangelist

• Australian National University – Current host for Australia office

• AccessibilityOz

• Beem It

• buildAR

• Centre for Inclusive Design

• CSIRO Australia

• Department of Finance

• Department of Human Services

• Digital Transformation Agency

• Geoscience Australia

• Intopia

• Vision Australia



Web Accessibility Initiative



The Future is Accessible



https://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/rights-and-freedoms/publications/human-rights-
and-technology-issues-paper-2018 



AHRC Issues Paper: Round Table

• Led by AHRC Human Rights Commissioner, Ed 
Santow

• AHRC’s formal launch of the AHRC’s major project 
on human rights on technology



Some points raised in the paper

• New technology is changing us. It is changing how we relate; 
how we work; how we make decisions, big and small. 

• Facial recognition technology, Artificial Intelligence that 
predicts the future, neural network computing… these are 
no longer science fiction. These developments promise 
enormous economic and social benefits. But the scope and 
pace of change also pose profound challenges. 

• Technology should exist to serve humanity. Whether it 
does will depend on how it is deployed, by whom and to 
what end. 



Question 1
What types of technology raise particular human rights concerns? 
Which human rights are particularly implicated?



Question 2
• Noting that particular groups within the Australian community can 

experience new technology differently, what are the key issues 
regarding new technologies for these groups of people (such as 
children and young people; older people; women and girls; LGBTI 
people; people of culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds; 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples)?



Question 3
• 3. How should Australian law protect human rights in the 

development, use and application of new technologies? In particular:

• a) What gaps, if any, are there in this area of Australian law?

• b) What can we learn about the need for regulating new 
technologies, and the options for doing so, from international human 
rights law and the experiences of other countries?

• c) What principles should guide regulation in this area?



Question 4
• In addition to legislation, how should the Australian Government, the 

private sector and others protect and promote human rights in the 
development of new technology?



Question 5
• How well are human rights protected and promoted in AI-informed 

decision making? In particular, what are some practical examples of 
how AI-informed decision making can protect or threaten human 
rights?



Question 6
• 6. How should Australian law protect human rights in respect of AI-

informed decision making? In particular:

• a) What should be the overarching objectives of regulation in this 
area?

• b) What principles should be applied to achieve these objectives?

• c) Are there any gaps in how Australian law deals with this area? If 
so, what are they?

• d) What can we learn from how other countries are seeking to 
protect human rights in this area?



Question 7
• 7. In addition to legislation, how should Australia protect human 

rights in AI-informed decision making? What role, if any, is there for:

• a) An organisation that takes a central role in promoting 
responsible innovation in AI-informed decision making?

• b) Self-regulatory or co-regulatory approaches?

• c) A ‘regulation by design’ approach?



Question 8
• What opportunities and challenges currently exist for people with 

disability accessing technology?



Question 9
• 9. What should be the Australian Government’s strategy in 

promoting accessible technology for people with disability? In 
particular:

• a) What, if any, changes to Australian law are needed to ensure 
new technology is accessible?

• b) What, if any, policy and other changes are needed in Australia to 
promote accessibility for new technology?



Question 10
• How can the private sector be encouraged or incentivised to develop 

and use accessible and inclusive technology, for example, through the 
use of universal design?



Some quotes from Sir Tim Berners Lee, 
Founder of the Web, Director of W3C

• The world's urban poor and the illiterate are going to be increasingly disadvantaged 
and are in danger of being left behind. The web has added a new dimension to the 
gap between the first world and the developing world. We have to start talking 
about a human right to connect.

• Read more at: https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/tim_bernerslee_444490 

• Customers need to be given control of their own data-not being tied into a certain 
manufacturer so that when there are problems they are always obliged to go back to 
them

• Read more at: https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/tim_bernerslee_373114

• My own personal preference is that the consumer, the individual person should be 
protected because individual people and the difference between individual people 
and the diversity we have between people on the planet is so important.

• Read more at: https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/tim_bernerslee_444492 

• "The power of the Web is in its universality. Access by everyone 
regardless of disability is an essential aspect."



Are you interested in joining us at W3C?

• Here is where you start:

• https://www.w3.org/Consortium/join.html

• W3C fees vary depending on the annual revenues, type, and location 
of headquarters of an organization.

• Do you want some help?

• Contact W3C Evangelist, Vivienne Conway 

• Email:  v.conway@w3.org

• Mobile: 0415 383 673

https://www.w3.org/Consortium/join.html
mailto:v.conway@w3.org

